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SUB J : INVITATION TO THE SHAH TO VISIT WASHINGTON 

1 . AS THE NAMES OF CHIEFS OF STATE INVITED TO VISIT 
WASHINGTON CONTINUE TO ROLL IN, THE SHAH IS GOING TO BECOME 
INCREASINGLY CONCERNED THAT HE IS NOT AMONG THEM. (ACCORDING 
TO PRESS REPORTS TODAY, THE LATEST INVITEE IS MOROCCO S KING 
HASSAN.) AS THE DEPARTMENT IS WELL AWARE, THE SHAH VALUES 
HIGHLY THE PERSONAL RAPPORT HE BELIEVES HE ENJOYED WITH 
PAST PRESIDENTS. HE ALSO ASSUMES WE SEE HIM AND OUR RELATIONS 
OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO MERIT HIS BEING INVITED TO MEET 
THE NEW PRESIDENT FAIRLY EARLY ON IN THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. 

WE HAVE ALREADY BEEN TOLD OF HIS EXPECTATIONS IN THIS REGARD 
(TEHRAN 1625 AND NEW DELHI 2243). WHILE THE SHAH CERTAINLY 
UNDERSTANDS THE PRIORITY LEADERS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 

HAVE IN THIS RESPECT AS WELL AS THOSE OF OTHER MAJOR COUNTRIES, 

WE BELIEVE HE WILL BE LESS UNDERSTANDING THAT HE APPARENTLY 
DOES NOT STAND IN LINE BEFORE, IN HIS VIEW, LESSER LIGHTS 
SUCH AS KING HASSAN. 

2. THE SHAH, IS, OF COURSE, REASSURED BY THE PROSPECT OF 
THE SECRETARY'S FORTHCOMING VISIT WHICH HE SEES AS A SIGN 
THAT WE CONTINUE TO VALUE OUR RELATIONSHIP, AND HE CLEARLY 
LOOKS FORWARD TO DISCUSSING BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL 
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QUESTIONS OF MUTUAL INTEREST. NEVERTHELESS, AS ONE OF THE 
WORLD S LONGEST REIGNING CHIEFS OF STATE WHO BELIEVES THAT HE 
HAS A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES, HE WILL 
FIND IT INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHY HE HAS NOT 
HAD SOME POSITIVE RESPONSE TO THE FEELERS HE HAS PUT OUT. 

WE STRONGLY URGE THAT EITHER THE SECRETARY OR AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN 
BE PREPARED TO ADDRESS THIS QUESTION WHEN THEY MEET WITH THE 
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SHAH AND, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, GIVE HIM SOME INDICATION OF WHEN 
AN INVITATION TO MEET THE PRESIDENT MIGHT BE FORTHCOMING. 
MIKLOS 
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